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THE 


CHARACTER 


An Honeſt Layvyer, 


SVEN V2 N horeſt Lawyer, is the Life-guard of our 
SAP NZ Fortunes, the belt Collateral ſecurity for 
an Eſtate, A trulty Pilot to ſteer one 
ſafe rhrongh the dangerous (and oft- 
times Inevitable Ocean of Contention. A 
true Prieſt of Juſtice, that neither facri- 
fices to Fraud nor (*o:toujneſs, and in 
this out-does thole of a higher Funfion, that he can make peo- 
ple Honeſt, chat are Sermon Proof. Heis an infallable Anatomiſt, 
of Meum and Tuum, that will preſently ſearch a Cauſe to the 
quick, and find our the Peccant humour, the little /urking-cheat, 
though mask'd in never fo fair Pretences; One that pratiſes 
Law, ſo as not to forget the Goſpel, but always vears a (on- 
ſcience as well as a Gownz he weighs the (Cauſe more than the 
Gold, and if That will not bear the Touch, in a generous 
{corn puts back the Fee. Though he knows all the Criticiſms 
of his Faculty, and the nice Syapperado's of Prattice, yet he 
never #/es them, unleſs in a Defenfirve wayto Countermine the 
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The Charter of an, Honefi Lawyer. - 
plots of Kuavery,for he affects not the Deviliſh skill of outbafe 


fling Right, noraims atthe ſhameful Glory of making aBad 
Cauſe good, but with equal contempt hates the Wolves Fudy, 
and the Dogs eloquence, and diſdains to grow great by Crimes, 
or build himſelf a Fortune on the ſpoilof the Oppreſſed, or the 
ruines of Widows and Orphans, hehas more Reverence for | 
his Profeſſion than to debauch it ro unrighteous purpoſes, and 
had rather be dumb than ſuffer his rongue ro Pimp for Injuſtice, 
or club his Partsto bolfter up a Cheat with the Legerdemain 
of Law-craft; 6s 

He. is-norfac'd like Japus,. totake a Reteynin?z Feeftromthe 
Plantiff', and afcerwards a *Backbanded bribe, from the Defen.- 


+ dant, nor ſo double tongu'd, that one may purchaſe his Pleading, 


and the other at the ſame or a larger price, his flexce. Burt 
when he undertakes a buſineſs, he e/poyſes it inearneſt, and 


does not Follow a Cauſe but manage it. . A mollitying letter 


from the adverſaries Potent Friend, a noble Treat, or the remo- 
ra of aluſty Preſent to his Wife, have no influence to make him 
flacken his proceedings, for heis ſo zealous for his Clients in- | 
tereſt, that you may ſooner Divorce the Sun from the Eclip. 
zick, chan warp him from his integrity, yet ſtillis his Patron 
only uſque ad Aras, (as far as isjuſt) for if once found he finds 
tne bufine(s ſmell rank, St. Marks treaſure ar the Mines of Potofp, 
aretwo ſmall a Fee to engage him one ep further, 

As his profeſſion is Honourable, lo his Education has been Lt. 
beral and Ingenious, far different from that of ſome Jiiting Per- 
ryfoggers, and Purſe-milking Law-drivers, whole breeding\like 
a Cuckowes, is in the Neſt of another Trade, where they learn 
Wrangling and Knavery enough in their ows Cauſes to ſpoil 
thoſe of other Men, and with ſweetned ingredients of me- 
chanick Fraud .compovnd themſelves (though //mple enough ) 
fic Inſtruments for any Villany. But his greener years were 
ſeaſon'd with Literature, and can give better proofs of his 
Univer faty-learningthan reckoning up the Colledges, and boaſt- 
ing. his Name in the Buttery Book, he underſtands Logick 
(the method of-right reaſoning): and Rhetorick (the Art of yer- 
ſwaſion) is well ſeen in Hiſtory (the Free-ſchool of Prudence) 


and no Stranger to the Erhicks and Politicks of the Ancients: 
He 
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 _- * TheCharaerof an Honeſt Lawyer, 
| | he is skill'd in other Languages beſides Declaration-Latine,and 
Norman Gibberifh; He read Plato and Tully, before he ſavy ei- 
* - ther Littleton orthe Statute Book, and-grounded, in the Princi- 
les of nature and (,»ſtomes of Nations, came (41otis manibus) 
ro the ſtudy of our Common Muxicipal Law ; which hefound 
to be multorum annorum opus, atask that requires all the Nerves 
of Induſtry,'and therefore imployd his Time better at the Inns 
of  (ourt, than in bunting after New faſhions, ſtarting freſh Mi- 
ſtreſſes, baunting the Play-houſes, oracquiring the other little 
Town accompliſhments, which render their admirers fixe Mer 
_ in the opinion of Fools, but egregious Fops in the judgment 
of the wile. 
In his Studies, he Trafthques not only with the Infantry of | 
Epitome's, Abridgements, and Diminutive Colleforsin Decimo | 
 ſexto, bur craws his knowledge from the Original Springs, di- | 
cefting the whole Body of the Law in a Laborions and regular 
Method , but eſpecially aims to be well vers'tin the Praftice of © 
every Court, and rightly to underftand the Art ofGood pleadings, 
as knowing them to be moſt uſeful ro uarave! the knotty in- 
rrigues of the Cauſe, and reduce it to an Tſue, yet hatesto 
efter the-Court with Cireuitics, Negative Pregnants Departures 
and -multiplyed- Inpertinences; he peruſes the Year Books and 
Reſponſa prudemium, with an heedy and Reverent Eye, delights 
totread inthe 8eps of the Ancient ' Sages, andrhinks 'tis beſt 
filing by known and Experienced Land marks.” And therefore * 
uſes Prefidents not as Refuges of ignorance,Burt asthe ſafe-guards 
of Wiſedome, and yet rather than not keep pace with JuſFice, 
will Diſpenſe with a Formality, conſidering that what he does 
' grounded on Reaſon, if it want a Preſident in paſt Ages, will 
bea'Laudableone ro thoſe to come. | 
He fiever goes about with fatgned Allegations to caſt a Miſh 
beforethe Eyes of Juſtice, that ſhe may miſtake her road, and 
affighthe Chil# tovbe'wroug Mother,” endeavours not to Pack 
4 Jury'by his intexeſt in the "V#der/beriffe, notto Baulke an e- 
vidence with a'rmulticuide of ſudden inſnaring Interrogatortes, 
nor maintains any correſpondence vvith the Knights of Alſatia, 
or Ram-ally-Fonchers, he canprofecure a ſuitin Equizy without 
=» - CB. #3. EY ſeeking 
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' The Chbatafter of an Honefi Lawyer. 
ſeeking to create a1 hirl-poo/;where one Order ſhall beget ano- 
ther, and the poor (lient beſwung round (like a Cat belore EXE= 
cution) from Decree to rehearing, from report to exceptions, and 
Viceverſ4 till his Forunes are Shipwrack'd, and himlelf drown'd 
for want of white or yellow earth ro wadethrough on, he ne. 
ver ſtudies delayesto the ruine of a Family for the Lucre of Tex 
Groats, nor by drillmg Quirks ſpins out a ſuit more laſting than 
Buff, depending a whole revolution of Saturn, and Intaild on 
the third and fourth generation, he does not play the Empe- 
rick with his Client, and put him upon the rack to make him 
*Bleed the more freely, caſting him into a ſwoop with frights of 
a Judgment, and then rewvirving him again with a / ordeal write 
of errour, or the dear Elixgr of an 1njun#ion, to. keep the 
Brangle alive as long as ever thereare any wvital ſpirits in the 
Pouch, he can ſuffer his neighbgurs to live quietly about him 
without perpetual alarms of a&ions and Indiftments, or Cons 
Juring up doymantTitles to every commodious ſeat,and maki 
Land fall five years Purchaſe meerly for Lying within ten Miles 
of Hime | , 

He delights to be an Arbitrator, not an Incendiary, and has 
Beati pacifici oftner in his mouth than Currat Lex, he never 
wheadles any into endleſs ſuits for triffles, nor animates them 
to undo themſelves and others for damage Feaſayt, or inſigni- 
ficant treſpaſes,pedibus ambulando,but (as Telephuſ's [ſyord was 
the beſt cure for the wounds it made) adviſes people to com- 
pole their aſſaults and ſlanders over the ſame 4zthat begot them; 
nor does he in weightter caſes extort unreaſonable Fees, for 
whatever the foul chapp'd rabble may ſuggeſt, a Lawyers Pro- 
fefſion is not Mercenary ; the Money given himis onely an 
Honorary gratuity, for his adwvice and trouble, or a grateful ace 
knowledgment, of our Obligations for his well intended endea- 
yours, andthe old Emblem of the Brambles tearing oft the 
theeps fleece that run to it for ſbelter in a forms can haye no re« 
flection upon him, whoſe Brain is as ative, and his Tongue as 
voluble for a pennile(s Paper, as when Oy/d with the ayrum 
potabilz of a Dozen Quinnies. ' 

' Ina word whillt he lives, he is the delight of the Gourt, the 
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The Charafter of an Honeſt Lawyer. 
Ornament ofthe Bar, the Glory of his Profeſſion, the- Patrog of 
Innoceney, the Upbolder of right, the Scourge of oppreſſion the 
Terrour otdeecit, and the Oracle of his Country, and when death 
calls him- to the Bar of Hearven by a Habeas corpus cum Canfis 


he fands his Judge, his Advocate, nonſuits the Devil, obtains a 
| liberate from all his infirmities, and continues Rill One of the 


long robe in Glory. 
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\Here are a ſort of Spider-pated-Ahimals ibs can ſuck Ve- 
nome out of the moſt Medicinal Flowers ; milcheivous 
Drones ! that bave not oxely left off Laudando Facere, led etiam 
Laudare; ſo far from doing any thing praiſe worthy themſelves 
that they cannot endure the deſerv d Encomiums of others ; if a- 
ny ſuch Vergaine ſhould light upon theſe innocent ſheers an1ep- 
deavour toturn Panegyrick into a Satyr, by aleft-handed comment 
the 4uthor thinks fit to anticipate their malice, by fetting the World 
trucly know, that there lives not a perſon whoſe bre aſt s fraio4s 
with a greater Veneration for the Profeſlion of the "{S4 © Mi 
bimſelf, who'bad the Honour of ſome mean education therein, and 
therefore deſerves to be Out-law'd by common ſenſe, if be ſhould 
20 about to alperle #t. But as he knowes notruz Gamalie!'s wil 
wrong bim with ſuch a Groundlels ſuſpition, ſo baeſteems thz diſ- 
pleaſure of Griping Caule jobbers, and green bag Dablers, below 
his regards , "ns their intereſt to be offended at the Charafter of an 
Honeſt Lawyer for the very ſame reaſon, that hard favour'd La- 
dies bate Handſome Chamber.maids, and may well imitate that 
Dawbers Policy, who having draws a moſt miterable Piture 
of a Cock, hired a Boy to pelt awry all tive Ones from cOming near 
leſt people by Comparing fronts, di * the horrid wghnel of bis 
own Handy Work. 28 
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